
Table of Contents

Prologue  |  15
Introduction  |  17

PART ONE

1.	 The Concept of the Symbol  |  25
2. 	 A Short History of the Symbol  |  45
	 2.a.	 From Greek Classicism to Christianity  |  45
	 2.b.	 From Herder to Schiller and Goethe  |  63
	 2.c. 	 Romanticism and Novalis  |  78
3.	 From Romanticism to Modernity  |  81
	 3.a. 	 Friedrich Creuzer on Religious Symbolism  |  81
	 3.b. 	 Broken Symbolism – Beyond Romanticism (Benjamin and Baudelaire)  |  87	
4.	 A Need for the Sacred  |  113
5.	 Symbolism and the Collective Unconscious  |  131
6.	 Alchemical Symbolism (a case study)  |  149	
	 6.a. 	 The Symbolic Maze of Spirit and Matter  |  149
	 6.b. 	The Mystery of the Stone  |  169
	 6.c. 	 A Game of Concepts  |  173
	 6.d. 	The Connection to Christ  |  185
	 6.e. 	 The Intermediary State of Things  |  186
	 6.f. 	 A Dynamic between Dualism and Monism  |  189
	 6.g. 	The Perspectives of Eliade, Jung, Foucault, and beyond  |  198
	 6.h. 	Between the Visible and the Invisible  |  204
	 6.i. 	 Goethe’s use of Alchemical Symbolism  |  208
7.	 On Signatures and Correspondences  |  217
8.	 Ritualized Symbols (another case study)  |  233

Interlude 1  |  257



PART TWO

9.	 Ricoeur’s Conception of Metaphor and Symbol  |  261
10.	 From Warburg to Cassirer  |  275
	 10.a. The Emancipatory Project of Aby Warburg  |  275
	 10.b. Cassirer’s Philosophy of Symbolic Forms  |  291
	 10.c. The Confrontation between Cassirer’s  
		  and Heidegger’s View on Truth  |  307	
	 10.d. Cassirer’s View of Goethe  |  315

Interlude 2  |  319

11.	 A Phenomenological View on Symbolism  |  323
12.	 Symbolism in an Anthropological View  |  331
	 12.a. Revelation vs. Formation  |  331
	 12.b. The Symbolism in the Nuer Religion  |  344
	 12.c. Religion as a Cultural System of Symbols  |  351
13.	 Meaning, Form, and Feeling in Susanne Langer’s  
	 Take on Symbolism  |  363	
14.	 Symbols Without Meaning?  |  383
	 14.a. Dan Sperber’s Cognitive Theory of Symbolism	  |  383
	 14.b. Sperber and Wittgenstein  |  402
	 14.c. Cognitive Psychology (and Tim Ingold’s response)  |  405
15.	 Emergence of Symbolism (Terence Deacon)  |  411
16.	 Dark Symbolism  |  425
	 16.a. Strangeness  |  425
	 16.b. The Underworld  |  430
	 16.c. The Thing  |  434
	 16.d. In the Light of Things  |  442

Excursus on Timothy Morton's Reversed Alchemy  |  455

17.	 Symbolic Truth  |  459
	 17.a. A Few Remarks on Tillich’s Symbolic Theology  |  459
	 17.b. Symbolicity in Art  |  466



Conclusion  |  483

Literature  |  487

Appendix 1: On the Word ‘Word’  |  506
Appendix 2: Jung on Schiller and Goethe  |  508
Appendix 3: Foucault on Dream Symbolism  |  513

Endnotes  |  515
Index of Names  |  521
Index of Subjects  |  531


